United Way of the Big Bend’s Power of the Purse “Reading Pals” initiative is seeking
175 diverse volunteers to sign up for training to be reading pals and read to children in
our schools.
One-third of Florida’s public school third graders cannot read at even minimally proficient levels. This ultimately translates into more than 60 percent of Florida’s public
school 10th graders unable to read at grade level.
The United Way of Big Bend Early is seeking 175 diverse volunteers interested in influencing a childs’ future. The initiative, sponsored by Carol and Barney Barnett, focuses
on engaging, training and deploying volunteer “Reading Pals” to increase the number
of students reading at grade level by the end of third grade.
Volunteers interested in becoming a Reading Pal will receive training at one of the target
schools where they will be matched with kindergarten through second grade children
at-risk of school failure. Teaching experience is not required. (Research shows that male
volunteers are especially effective with young children and that men of color are the
ideal match for minority children.)
Reading Pals are asked to volunteer for one hour, one day a week using a curriculum
designed for this program. Activities compliment the core competencies five to seven
year old students are required to master. Under the supervision of classroom teachers and initiative trainers, Reading Pals will be asked to provide
two 30-minute tutoring sessions weekly.
The Reading Pals program will demonstrate that students from similar backgrounds, in the same schools and grade levels who receive this tutoring will
outperform students who did not receive this extra attention.
Reading Pals will give these at-risk students a fighting chance to succeed in
school and in life. They will change their lives forever. But not as much as the
children will change theirs.
For more information please contact Courtenay Garcia at Courtenay@
uwbb.org or at 850-488-8325 • uwbb.org.

