United Way of the Big Bend 

Longtime Contributor Program

This “exercise” is a great way to start campaign kick-off meetings.
Longtime Contributor “Stand-up” recognition
Speaker comments and directions:

“Longtime contributors are volunteers who have consistently supported their communities through United Way have impacted so many lives in so many ways.  They are the backbone of the community and have shown, through their financial support and volunteer time, how much they care about their neighbors in the communities in which they live and work.  

We at United Way of the Big Bend represent the many people whose lives you have touched.  We would like to thank you for being United Way Longtime Contributors.  I would ask that anyone here who has supported the community through United Way for 10 years or longer to stand.  This does not have to be consecutive and it can be support of any United Way in the country.  (Wait for people to stand and then lead the applause, saying “Thank you for your long term generosity and commitment.”)

If you have been giving 15 years or longer, please remain standing.  (Lead the applause and thank them)

If you have been giving 20 years or longer, please remain standing. (Lead the applause and thank them)

If you have been giving for 25 years or longer, please remain standing. (Lead the applause and thank them.)

If you have been giving for 30 years or longer, please remain standing.  (Lead the final applause and thank them for their incredible show of caring for their community through United Way.)

“On behalf of all those people whose lives are better because of you, our heartfelt thank you”

Other ideas to recognize Longtime Contributors at campaign kick-off events and through communication

· Invite a long time Longtime Contributor and a relatively new Longtime Contributor (someone who has been giving for 10 years) to be a part of your kick-off meeting telling why they chose to support their community through United Way for so many years.  

· United Way of the Big Bend has Longtime Contributor stickers that can be  handed out during or immediately after kick-off meetings

· Have a senior person at the company join with you in thanking Longtime Contributors

· Feature a Longtime Contributor in the company newsletter during campaign time relating how they have “lived united.” 

· Perhaps your companies would have a special breakfast or offer special perks for a day for Longtime Contributors.  Perhaps a local coffee shop would serve gourmet coffee to Longtime Contributors during kick-off day.

· Ask your company’s CEO if he would include a special thank you to Longtime Contributors in his kick-off email, relating his personal appreciation and that of the company for their long time support of United Way campaigns.

· Create Longtime Contributor posters featuring your Longtime Contributors. 

